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RmaE Breakthrough on NBC

By HARRY HARRIS

FAR, no contracts have
bcen sxgned Cosby is wait-

“One thing I like is that the
role didn't originally call for a

!\ “Trackdown,” in an hour-long

! I Of The Inquirer Staff
| TOHILADELPHIA comedian Bil

MIE 10T a1 10RURD SCUIPE, and he's

acnnnla"n concasinadabont i

Negro, Just someone who could

T had to tell hxm I don't have

iﬂ!iﬁhlng o that V- tha = nn-nY

situation

------

Cosby .may be involved i
TV's most significant integra-
| tion breakthrough. '

. He's slated to' costar w:th
i Robert. ‘Culp, formerly ofl;

i adventure 'series NBC plans to
air in 1965-G66.

- Still untitled, the show will
be produced
by Sheldon
Leonard,who's
teamed ‘with
DannyThomas
in such popu-
v lar projects as
“The Dick Van
Dyke Show,”
“The Andy
Griffith Show"
and “The Bill
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; Cosby . won't!
| be just a “‘reg-y
| ular,” + some-
;hmes barely glimpsed, as was
jthe case with Cicely Tyson inj

BILL COSBY

Dana Show.” |

iscript first, But Sheldon Lieonard

writers’ dclmcahon of his own
‘rolc S

Accordmg to early reports,
Culp is supposed to masquerade
:in the series as a roving “ten-
nis bum,” while Cosby pretends|
{o be his valet, butler or “man/
Friday.”

“That way,” Bill opined, '“it/
could be the same old junk,
like Rochester on Jack Benny's
shows, only I'm a college grad-|
uate.

“I may be more a manager- '
trainer. One thing’s sure, 1t\
won't. be ME playing tennis.”

Is there any danger that hlsl
assignment will turn out to be |
a variation on the “servile:
iroles” civil rights groups have |
‘been’ protesting?

“l don't know,” Bill said.
“That’s why I've got to see a

called the NAACP and others
and (lold them what he had in
mmd n

{last season’s “East Side/West
; Side.” i

He'll be an integral part ofj;
every episode, as one of twoi
CIA undercover agents abroad'
“Plans-eall for filming the senes}
.In Los Angeles, with frequent!

. “location” treks to places 11ke¢

Hong Kong, site of the proposed|!
_mlot Tokyo, Athens and Rome.|!

Although Bill presuntes he’ll'

-We contribuling “comie relief,”

the charatter he portrays w111|
‘he a brlght courageous colleget

graduate.
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i Sh;ldon and his assoclates

ithis part would .represent . al;
A

:are very respectable, responsi-
‘ble men, and everythmg they've
put out has been.in good taste.

cmcmber one ‘Dick Van Dyke |~

tret—gnd—lre—fomry—ami—mesie

“I.turned down three movie |

parts because they were writ.|
ten ONLY for a Negro.
“I see the series as a chal-

lenge.- 1'd like to see it happen, |

but: I'm not excited about it.
'I'd like to know when I start

-work. THEN Il] get excxted nl

D

Mwhite backlash"
Southern affiliatcs might refuse|
to accept a Negro hero?

“I dont know if . there)1 be
Southern resxstance," he said.,
“There might be. But I don’t
think that’s the problem 'as
much as what o do with me
IN the series.

“White backlash; black back-
lash, any kind of backlash won't

have any real effect unless|

EVERYONE turns off his set.
" #Television is paying hp servicel:
to integration next season, wel
noted, by casting a: number ‘of!.

Orxentals—-buta nary, a- Negro—-

as ‘series. regulars.
I, .gasier.to save face thh

Sh in which Negro actors||
iwere used very well. ‘ !
“I don’t know if my doing|’

breakthrough on TV, but it
would certainly be a break-’

through- for me. If. I do well)|

jaeting:. jobs. Pt w;' :

there may 'be_moré int.erestingg ‘
. M

qt

OES- he iear that the deal}

may fall through because of}
or because] Negro comics is: If you colored

‘“What I talk about is what

happened’ in my neighborhood
Iwhen I was growihg up, which

“But I don’t lecture. When' my
"foot hits the.stage, I'm a comie,
xperiod. If I say, ‘You know
what' happened today?” I'm
not being fair to the people who
have come. (o me for laughter,

“The "whole question about

Onentals," said Cosby They re
more acceptable But they have
to decide whether they're. going
to just stop there or go strax"ht
ahead.”

Although he has emphatxc
views on the civil rights strug-
gle, Bill excludes strictly-racial
quips from his TV and' night
club comedy routines, .|

“Semetimes’ I'm . asked’ to
make topical comments, : not
onIy racial ones.- A newsmaga-
zine. guy called me and asked
1f I had any Goxdwater Jokes.

Conti_nua‘&"

‘I imagine is the same p'roblem P




